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"Through crafting an elegant, intricately woven documentary, the
directors make some profoundly bold assertions about humam"]

- our relationship with other beings, creating a wildly ambltlous fi
deeply insightful on both the strange and the familiar.”
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“Consistently compelling and quite insightful”\
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“The creative visual approach, where the animals are shot in a way that
implies they are observing us just as much as we do them, creates a
fascinating dynamic that ultimately bolsters the central themes and

makes the underlying conversations so much more rigogous and
engaging.”

International Cinephile Society
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25 February 2025 The Hollywood Reporter
Film trailer release
Isabella Rossellini Narrates ‘Unanimal’ on

Relationship Between “Humans and Other

Animals” (Exclusive Trailer)

22 March 2025 International Cinephile Society
Positive review
CPH:DOX 2025 review: Unanimal (Tuva Bjork &
Sally Jacobson)
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CPH:DOX NEXT:WAVE review: Unanimal by Sally
Jacobson, Tuva Bjork
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Film trailer release
Isabella Rossellini Narrates ‘Unanimal’ on

Relationship Between “Humans and Other

Animals” (Exclusive Trailer)
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Isabe]la Rossellini Narrates ‘Unanimal on
Relationship Between “Humans and Other Animals”
(Exclusive Trailer)

The documentary from Tuva Bjérk and Sally Jacobson will world premiere in the Next:Wave Competition
lineup of the CPH:DOX festival in Copenhagen.
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‘Imagine that you are a jellyfish” says the voice of Oscar nominee

sabella R llini at the start of a trailer for Unanimal, a new
documentary by directors Tuva Bjérk and Sally Jacobson, which The
Hollywood Reporter can exclusively reveal. In the movie, Rossellini’s
voice leads viewers through “a self-reflecting journey into the complex
relationship between humans and other animals.”

\[
The film will world premiere in the Next:Wave Competition lineup of SHOPPING WITHTHR
CPH:DOX, the C e e onal Documentary Film Festival, 2 Surprise: Amazons Blg
' ' Spring Sale Includ

With humor and curiosity. the doc looks to "uncover animals’ : E“’B“"Deaj o Thevs,

. 2 i i \ inds from Chanel, Guec,
astounding adaptations to our urban, modern lives” and invite the & . ‘ Dior, Govard, Hermés and
audience to think about ‘our shared presence in a world dominated by More

" 3 s - A ey BY DANIFLLE DIRECTO-MESTON

man, according to a synopsis. It moves "from the living conditions of
inner city rats and pigeons to absurd spectacles by which we are
surrounded under hypercapitalism: three goldfish being sold for the
price of one, mankeys negotiating a deal on coca cola with the
zookeepers and horses being transported across the globe on jumbo
jets”

TALIE ALCALA, DANIELLE
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Isabella Rossellini Narrates ‘Unanimal’ on

Relationship Between “Humans and Other

Animals” (Exclusive Trailer)

One key question explored is what we can learn about ourselves “by
looking at other animals.” Or: “What can we learn about ourselves by
looking at the line that separates us from the rest of the living?” as
narrator Rossellini puts it in the film

“To stimulate an active, reflective reading, we have worked together
with famous Swedish writer Zara Kjellner and, with input from
narrator [sabella Rossellini, added a series of philosophical, historical
anecdotes between the chapters; the filmmakers said. “Since Isabella
boarded the project, she has been an important co-creator of the
script with a unique ability to make complex topics available for a
broader audience and her humor and playfulness have influenced the
writing”

£

‘Unanimal

Jacobson was born in Stockholm, Sweden, while Bjork was raised in
Helsinki, Finland. “We are interested in the relationship between
physical reality and visual culture;” the directors explain in their
directors’ statement about the film. “How can images challenge the
dominant chrono-normative human-animal relationship?”

They also highlight: “Rather than presenting moral statements on
relations between human and other animals, we want to allow the
viewer to meditate on the subject on their own premises. It is
impossible to see from the perspective of the nonhuman, but we can
position the camera inside the cages at the zoo, behind the display
glass in the pet shop, and in front of the crowd at the racecourse in
order to study the human observing the nonhuman?
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They say the time is ripe. “With the climate crisis, we are now
witnessing a tipping point, where the separation we have made for
ourselves has become a limitation, alienating us from the ecosystem
we are inseparable from and depended on,’ Bjork and Jacobson
highlight. Instead of separating, it's time to explore and celebrate the
connections between us and other animals, the possibilities for
adaptation, learning, and living together”

Written by the directors and Zara Kjellner, Uranimal was produced by
Sweden’s Story AB in co-production with Cinephage. Tobias Janson
and Melissa Lindgren served as producers for Story AB, in co-
production with Victor Ede of France's Cinephage and LCTV , and in
partnership with Image Fantome Films. Sales are handled by Open

Kitchen Films.

Watch the trailer for Unanimal below.
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CPH:-DOX 2025 REVIEWS

CPH:DOX NEXT:WAVE review: Unanimal by
Sally Jacobson, Tuva Bjork

By Mark Adams - 25 March 2025

Unanimal by Sally Jacobson, Tuva Bjork

An engagingly oddball and gently philosophical examination into the relationship between humans
and animals, Sally Jacobson and Tuva Bjork’s breezy, thoughtful and amusing Unanimal muses on
how we have looked at animals over the years. Ironic, amusing and gently insightful, Unanimal
offers an alternate way to look at how we share the planet.

The addition of actress and filmmaker Isabella Rossellini as narrator (she offers punchy insights

now-and then, rather than dominating the film) helps reinforce the film's more quirky qualities as it

veers through the challenging and often absurd relationship between humans and animals.

The film skips across the world as it details animals and their interactions with mankind,
sometimes dwelling on the uncomfortable (the skinning of a turkey is not an easy watch) as well as
the amusing {from pandas to swimming polar bears), and while never offering firm conclusions or
withering commentary it ultimately suggests that we should stop looking at animals, and let themn
look at us.

A series of vignettes set the tone, A cat gives birth to a bunch of kittens; an elderly couple play with
their dog; a man explains the resilience of his cockroach; a woman bonds with her menagerie in her
sitting room, which includes dogs, cats, two parrots (named Jackie and Jakob) and a small horse;
and a dog named Yoda (with a camera on his collar) that walks through a city with his chatty owner.
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The film then pivots to black-and-white archival archive footage of vast herds of elephants on the
plains and of hunters heading into the bush to kill them, before changing tack again with footage of

a large cargo plane landing at a Finnish airport as pandas Lumi and Pyry arrive from China and are

delivered to Ahtari Zoo, Finland’s oldest natural wildlife park.

A group of young French women in wetsuits who work with dolphins at a water show muse
that "animals are true, they are sincere” before the film cuts to a dog show; sheep being judged:;
horses being sold for thousands of euros and then being loaded onto large cargo airplanes (where

they exercise and are well looked after) to take part in buggy racing events around the world.

A police dog is wrangled by its handler; dogs chase rats in garbage; rats roam through a maze, and a
pig is inseminated before the film reverts back to panting domestic dogs. In the narration Isabella
Rossellini tells the story of a hospice in Rhode Island where a cat named Oscar jumped up and lay
down by a patient a few hours before that person died. The cat did the same thing with 25 more
patients before patient deaths, and as a response staff began contacting families as soon as their

ill relatives start to receive special attention from the cat.

To an extent Unanimal might be perceived as slight and certainly it could easily have been expanded
and driven by a narrative arc, but the film is ironic, amusing and gently insightful. What's more, it
aims to deliver its message in creative fashion as it muses on how humans have developed into the
dominant ‘animal,’ leading to increasingly complex relationships with the myriad birds, beasts and

insects we share the planet with.

Sweden-France, 2025, 72mins

Dirs/cinematography: Sally Jacobson, Tuva Bjork
Production: Story, Cinephage

International sales: Open Kitchen Films

Producers: Victor Ede, Tobias Janson, Melissa Lindgren
Scr: Sally Jacobson, Tuva Bjork, Zara Kjellner

Editor: Neil Wigardt

Music: Marek Hunhap

With: (narrator) Isabella Rossellini
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